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Public Health Burden

Prescription Opioids

Heroin

Fentanyl

CDCôséPreventionéWork

Å Improve data quality and track trends

Å Supply healthcare providers with resources to improve 
patient safety

Å Strengthen state efforts through effective public 
health interventions



Chronic Pain and Prescription Opioids

Á 11% of Americans experience daily (chronic) pain

Á Opioids frequently prescribed for chronic pain

Á Primary care providers commonly treat chronic, non-
cancer pain

Åaccount for ~50% of opioid pain medications 
dispensed

Åreport concern about opioids and insufficient training 



Quarter billion  
opioid prescriptions in 2013





Sharp increases in opioid prescribing coincides with
sharp increases in Rx opioid deaths



2002 Rapid Increase in Drug Overdose Death 
Rates by County
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2007 Rapid Increase in Drug Overdose Death 
Rates by County
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2014 Rapid Increase in Drug Overdose Death 
Rates by County



States with more opioid pain reliever sales tend to have 
more drug overdose deaths

Death rate, 2013, National Vital Statistics System. Opioid pain reliever sales rate, 2013, DEAòsçAutomationçofçReportsçandçConsolidatedç
Orders System



Half of US opioids market is treatment for 
chronic, non-cancer pain


